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	§ 3.3
RESURRECTION and ASCENSION
And the Coming of the Holy Spirit
THE RESURRECTION


	§ 3.2 – 1.0
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	Jesus Comforts His Disciples
Luke 24:34-a,38
saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, ...” … 38 And he [Jesus] said to them, "Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have."
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	The Resurrection Appearances: Paul’s Summary
     Paul’s Summary. 1 Co 15:3-8. 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.
Resurrection Appearances
For Forty Days

April 9 – May 18, A. D. 30

THE FIRST DAY OF THE RESURRECTION
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome Go Toward the Tomb
Jerusalem, Sunday Morning, April 9, A. D. 30

     Matthew 28, Mark 16, Luke 24, John 20. Matthew 28:1 Now after the Sabbath, John 20:1-a. on the first day of the week, early, while it was still dark, Matthew 28:1 toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary Mark 16:1-b [Mary the mother of James] and Salome Mark 16:1-b  bought spices Luke 24:1-b they had prepared., so that they might go and anoint him Matthew 28:1 [and] went to see the tomb. Mark 16:2-3. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. Mark 16:3 And they were saying to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?"
An Earthquake Strikes

Before Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome Arrive at the Tomb
Jerusalem, Sunday Morning, April 9, A. D. 30

     Matthew 28:2-.4. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men.
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome Arrive at the Tomb
Jerusalem, Sunday Morning, April 9, A. D. 30

     Mark 16:2 –b, 4. 2-b When the sun had risen, they went to [arrived at] the tomb. … 4 And looking up, they [Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome] saw that the stone had been rolled back--it was very large. 

Mary Magdalene Leaves to Report to Peter and John
Jerusalem, Sunday Morning, April 9, A. D. 30

     John 20:2 So she [Mary Magdalene] ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him."
Mary the mother of James and Salome Stay Behind to Investigate the Tomb
Jerusalem, Sunday Morning, April 9, A. D. 30

     Luke 24:3-6-a. 3 But when they [Mary the mother of James, and Salome] went in [after Mary Magdalene left to tell Peter and John that the tomb was open] they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. 5 And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground. the men said to them, "Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 And he said to them, "Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. Matthew 28:6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. See the place where they laid him.
     Luke 24:6-b – 7. 6-b Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise." Matthew 28:7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples (Mark 16:7 and Peter) that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you." Luke 24:8 And they remembered his words, Mark 16:8 And they [Mary the mother of James, and Salome] went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment [Matthew 28:8-b and great joy] had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. Matthew 28:8-c and [they] ran to tell his disciples.
Peter and John Arrive at the Tomb and Investigate Mary Magdalene’s Report
Jerusalem, Sunday Morning, April 9, A. D. 30

     Luke 24, John 20. Luke 24:12-a But Peter [after hearing Mary Magdalene’s report that the tomb was open] rose [John 20:3 with the other disciple – John] and ran to the tomb; John 20:4 Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. John 20:5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he [John] did not go in. John 20:6-a Then Simon Peter came, following him, 24:12-b stooping and looking in, John 20:6-a and went into the tomb. 24:12-b he saw the linen cloths by themselves; John 20:7 and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. John 20:8-10. 8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to their homes Luke 24:12-c marveling at what had happened.
After Peter and John Investigate the Tomb Jesus Appears to First Mary Magdalene
Jerusalem, Sunday Morning, April 9, A. D. 30

Mark 16, John 20. Mark 16:9 Now when he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. John 20:11-17. 11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb [after Peter and John left], and as she wept she stooped to look into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." 14 Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away." 16 Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned and said to him in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'”
After Peter and John Investigate the Tomb Jesus Appears Second to the Women
As they Return to the Jerusalem
Jerusalem, Sunday Morning, April 9, A. D. 30

     Matthew 28:9-10. 9 And behold, Jesus met them [Mary the mother of James, and Salome] and said, "Greetings!" And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me."
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary Mother of James, & Others Report to the Disciples
Jerusalem, Sunday Morning, April 9, A. D. 30

     John 20:18. Mary Magdalene went Mar 16:10 [as they mourned and wept] and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"--and that he had said these things to her. Luke 24:9-11. 9 and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women with them who told these things to the apostles, 11 but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them.
The Jews and the Romans Cover-Up the Resurrection 

Jerusalem, Sunday Morning, April 9, A. D. 30

     Matthew 28:11-15. 11 While they [Mary the mother of James, and Salome] were going [to bring the reports of the angels and of Jesus], behold, some of the guard went into the city and told the chief priests all that had taken place. 12 And when they had assembled with the elders and taken counsel, they gave a sufficient sum of money to the soldiers 13 and said, "Tell people, 'His disciples came by night and stole him away while we were asleep.' 14 And if this comes to the governor's ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble." 15 So they took the money and did as they were directed. And this story has been spread among the Jews to this day.
Jesus Appears to Simon Peter, Whom the Lord Called Cephas
Possibly the First Appearance Mentioned by Paul – 1 Co 15:5

Jerusalem, Sunday Morning (?), April 9, A. D. 30

Luke 24:34 "The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!" 1 Corinthians 15:5 … He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. [No further details are given in Scripture about this appearance.]

Jesus Appears to His Disciples on the Emmaus Road
[Cleopas or Alphaeus, the Father of the Apostle James, and One Other

– Perhaps Luke or Someone Else]
Between Jerusalem and Emmaus, Sunday Afternoon, April 9, A. D. 30

     Luke 24:13-35. 13 That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles [northwest] from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 16 But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, "What is this conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk?" And they stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, "Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?" 19 And he said to them, "What things?" And they said to him, "Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened. 22 Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and when they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see." 25 And he said to them, "O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?" 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 28 So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were going farther, 29 but they urged him strongly, saying, "Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far spent." So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 31 And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, "Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?" 33 And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together, 34 saying, "The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!" 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread. Mark 16:13-b But they did not believe them.
Jesus Appears to His Disciples in a Locked Room
Jerusalem, Sunday Evening, April 9, A. D. 30

     Mark 16:14-a Afterward John 20:19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Mark 16:14-a he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at table, Luke 24:36 [And] as they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, "Peace to you!" Luke 24:37 But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. Mark 16:14-b and he rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who saw him after he had risen. Luke 24:38-40. 38 And he said to them, "Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have." 40 And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet (John 20:20-b and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.). Luke 24:41-43.. 41 And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to them, "Have you anything here to eat?" 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate before them.
     Luke 24:44-49. 44 Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled." 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high."
     John 20:21-23. 21 Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you." 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld."
THE EIGHTH DAY AFTER THE RESURRECTION
Jesus Appears Again to His Disciples in the Same Locked Room as Before
Possibly the Second Appearance Mentioned by Paul – 1 Co 15:5

Jerusalem, Sunday, April 16, A. D. 30

     1 Corinthians 15:5 He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.
     John 20:24-29. 24 Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe." 26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 27 Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe." 28 Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 29 Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."
THE NINTH DAY TILL ABOUT THE THIRTY-FIFTH DAY

AFTER THE RESURRECTION
Jesus Appears to Seven of his Disciples at the Sea of Galilee (Tiberius)
The Sea of Galilee (Tiberius), Day Unknown, A. D. 30

     John 21:1-24. 1 After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We will go with you." They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, "Children, do you have any fish?" They answered him, "No." 6 He said to them, "Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some." So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. 8 The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards off.

      9 When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just caught." 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." Now none of the disciples dared ask him, "Who are you?" They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.
     15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love [agape] me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love [phileo] you." He said to him, "Feed my lambs." 16 He said to him a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love [agape] me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love [phileo] you." He said to him, "Tend my sheep." 17 He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love [phileo] me?" Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, "Do you love [phileo] me?" and he said to him, "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love [phileo] you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep. 18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go." 19 (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, "Follow me."
     20 Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who had been reclining at table close to him and had said, "Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?" 21 When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, "Lord, what about this man?" 22 Jesus said to him, "If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow me!" 23 So the saying spread abroad among the brothers that this disciple was not to die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not to die, but, "If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?" 24 This is the disciple [John] who is bearing witness about these things, and who has written these things, and we know that his testimony is true.

Jesus Appears to the 11 and Perhaps the 500 on a Mountain [Tabor?] in Galilee
and Gives the Great Commission
Possibly the Third Appearance Mentioned by Paul – 1 Co 15:6

A Mountain in Galilee, Day Unknown, A. D. 30

     1 Corinthians 15:6. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep.
     Matthew 28:16-17. 16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted.
     Matthew 28:18-20. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore [Mark 16:15-b proclaim the gospel] and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age."
     Mark 16:16 “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”
     Mark 16:17-18. 17 “And these signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up serpents with their hands; and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

Jesus Appears to the James, Possibly in Galilee
Possibly the Fourth Appearance Mentioned by Paul – 1 Co 15:7

     1 Co 15:5-7. 5 He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.
THE FORTIETH DAY AFTER THE RESURRECTION
Note: Previously the disciples had been in Galilee. They would need about 4 days

to walk or ride the 68 mile road from Galilee to Jerusalem.
THE ASCENSION 

Jesus Appears to his 11 Apostles on The Mount of Olives in Jerusalem
Possibly the Fifth Appearance Mentioned by Paul – 1 Co 15:7

Jerusalem, The Mount of Olives (Going Toward Bethany), Thursday, May 18, A. D. 30

     1 Co 15:5-7. 5 He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.
     Acts 1:1-2. 1 In the first book [the Gospel of Luke], O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.
     Acts 1:3-8. 3 To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs [or sure, fixed, or convincing proofs], appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, "you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 6 So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."
     Luke 24:50-53. 50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany [about 2 miles from the top of the Mount of Olives on its south-eastern slope], and lifting up his hands he blessed them. [     Acts 1: 9-a And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up,] 51 While he blessed them, he parted from them [Acts 1:9-b And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.] and [he] was carried up into heaven [Mark 16:19-b and sat down at the right hand of God.]
     Acts 1:10-11. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven."

     Luke 24:52 And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, [Acts 1:12-b–14. 12 from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away. 13 And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14 All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.] Luke 24:53 and were continually in the temple blessing God. Mark 16:20 And they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message by accompanying signs.
     John 20:30-31. 30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
     John 21:24-25. 24 This [John] is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who has written these things, and we know that his testimony is true. 25 Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.
The Post-Ascension Appearances
The Post-Ascension Appearance To Stephen
     Acts 6:8 – 7:1. The Accusation. 8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. 9 Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. 10 But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking. 11 Then they secretly instigated men who said, "We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God." 12 And they stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him and seized him and brought him before the council, 13 and they set up false witnesses who said, "This man never ceases to speak words against this holy place and the law, 14 for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses delivered to us." 15 And gazing at him, all who sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel. Act 7:1 And the high priest said, "Are these things so?" 

     Acts 7:2-8. The Answer: God Made a Covenant With Abraham. 2 And Stephen said: "Brothers and fathers, hear me. The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, 3 and said to him, 'Go out from your land and from your kindred and go into the land that I will show you.' 4 Then he went out from the land of the Chaldeans and lived in Haran. And after his father died, God removed him from there into this land in which you are now living. 5 Yet he gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foot's length, but promised to give it to him as a possession and to his offspring after him, though he had no child. 6 And God spoke to this effect--that his offspring would be sojourners in a land belonging to others, who would enslave them and afflict them four hundred years. 7 'But I will judge the nation that they serve,' said God, 'and after that they shall come out and worship me in this place.' 8 And he gave him the covenant of circumcision. And so Abraham became the father of Isaac, and circumcised him on the eighth day, and Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs.
     Acts 7:9-16. The Answer: Israel Rejected the Covenant Redeemer, Joseph. 9 "And the patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but God was with him 10 and rescued him out of all his afflictions and gave him favor and wisdom before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who made him ruler over Egypt and over all his household. 11 Now there came a famine throughout all Egypt and Canaan, and great affliction, and our fathers could find no food. 12 But when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent out our fathers on their first visit. 13 And on the second visit Joseph made himself known to his brothers, and Joseph's family became known to Pharaoh. 14 And Joseph sent and summoned Jacob his father and all his kindred, seventy-five persons in all. 15 And Jacob went down into Egypt, and he died, he and our fathers, 16 and they were carried back to Shechem and laid in the tomb that Abraham had bought for a sum of silver from the sons of Hamor in Shechem.

     Acts 7:17-41. The Answer: Israel Rejected the Covenant Redeemer, Moses. 17 "But as the time of the promise drew near, which God had granted to Abraham, the people increased and multiplied in Egypt 18 until there arose over Egypt another king who did not know Joseph. 19 He dealt shrewdly with our race and forced our fathers to expose their infants, so that they would not be kept alive. 20 At this time Moses was born; and he was beautiful in God's sight. And he was brought up for three months in his father's house, 21 and when he was exposed, Pharaoh's daughter adopted him and brought him up as her own son. 22 And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and he was mighty in his words and deeds. 23 "When he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brothers, the children of Israel. 24 And seeing one of them being wronged, he defended the oppressed man and avenged him by striking down the Egyptian. 25 He supposed that his brothers would understand that God was giving them salvation by his hand, but they did not understand. 26 And on the following day he appeared to them as they were quarreling and tried to reconcile them, saying, 'Men, you are brothers. Why do you wrong each other?' 27 But the man who was wronging his neighbor thrust him aside, saying, 'Who made you a ruler and a judge over us? 28 Do you want to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?' 29 At this retort Moses fled and became an exile in the land of Midian, where he became the father of two sons. 30 "Now when forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the wilderness of Mount Sinai, in a flame of fire in a bush. 31 When Moses saw it, he was amazed at the sight, and as he drew near to look, there came the voice of the Lord: 32 'I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob.' And Moses trembled and did not dare to look. 33 Then the Lord said to him, 'Take off the sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground. 34 I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and have heard their groaning, and I have come down to deliver them. And now come, I will send you to Egypt.' 35 "This Moses, whom they rejected, saying, 'Who made you a ruler and a judge?’ --this man God sent as both ruler and redeemer by the hand of the angel who appeared to him in the bush. 36 This man led them out, performing wonders and signs in Egypt and at the Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty years. 37 This is the Moses who said to the Israelites, 'God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers.' 38 This is the one who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and with our fathers. He received living oracles to give to us. 39 Our fathers refused to obey him, but thrust him aside, and in their hearts they turned to Egypt, 40 saying to Aaron, 'Make for us gods who will go before us. As for this Moses who led us out from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.' 41 And they made a calf in those days, and offered a sacrifice to the idol and were rejoicing in the works of their hands. 
     Acts 7:42-50. The Answer: Israel Rejected the Covenant Redeemer, God. 42 But God turned away and gave them over to worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the prophets: "'Did you bring to me slain beasts and sacrifices, during the forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel? 43 You took up the tent of Moloch and the star of your god Rephan, the images that you made to worship; and I will send you into exile beyond Babylon.' 44 "Our fathers had the tent of witness in the wilderness, just as he who spoke to Moses directed him to make it, according to the pattern that he had seen. 45 Our fathers in turn brought it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations that God drove out before our fathers. So it was until the days of David, 46 who found favor in the sight of God and asked to find a dwelling place for the God of Jacob. 47 But it was Solomon who built a house for him. 48 Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made by hands, as the prophet says, 49 "'Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord, or what is the place of my rest? 50 Did not my hand make all these things?'
     Acts 7:51-53. The Answer: Israel Rejected the Covenant Redeemer, Jesus. 51 "You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53 you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it."
     Acts 7:54-60. The Response: The Stoning of the Covenant Messenger, Stephen. 54 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 And he said, "Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God." 57 But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 58 Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60 And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." And when he had said this, he fell asleep.
     Acts 8:1-4. The Aftermath: The Persecution of the Covenant People by Paul. 1 And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. 3 But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison. 4 Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word.
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Paul

The Post-Ascension Appearance To Paul, Called Saul of Tarsus
The Sixth Appearance Mentioned by Paul – 1 Co 15:8
     1 Co 15:5-7. 5 He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.
     Acts 9:1-22. 1 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 And falling to the ground he heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?" 5 And he said, "Who are you, Lord?" And he said, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do." 7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, "Ananias." And he said, "Here I am, Lord." 11 And the Lord said to him, "Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight." 13 But Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. 14 And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your name." 15 But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 16 For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name." 17 So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; 19 and taking food, he was strengthened. For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 20 And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, "He is the Son of God." 21 And all who heard him were amazed and said, "Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has he not come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?" 22 But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ.
The Post-Ascension Appearance To John
     Revelation 1:7-9. 7 Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. 8 "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty." 9 I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.
     Revelation 1:10-20. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 11 saying, "Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea." 12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hairs of his head were white like wool, as white as snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 15 his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full strength. 17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, "Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18 and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. 19 Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and those that are to take place after this. 20 As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.


	The Strife is O'er, the Battle Done
Text: Anonymous Latin; trans. by Francis Pott, 1832-1909
Music: Giovanni P. da Palestrina; arr. by W. H. Monk
Tune: VICTORY, Meter: 888 with Alleluias
http://www.hymnsite.com/lyrics/umh306.sht
Antiphon:


Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

1.
The strife is o'er, the battle done;


the victory of life is won;


the song of triumph has begun:


Alleluia!
2.
The powers of death have done their worst,


but Christ their legions hath dispersed;


let shouts of holy joy outburst:


Alleluia!
3.
The three sad days are quickly sped;


he rises glorious from the dead;


all glory to our risen Head!


Alleluia!
4.
Lord, by the stripes which wounded thee,


from death's dread sting thy servants free,


that we may live, and sing to thee:


Alleluia!
Antiphon:


Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



	§ 3.2 – 3.0
THE BURNING BUSH

(selection)

Judith Deem Dupree
     A burning bush . . . a blinding flash of Light. Two men [Moses and Paul] who had walked in darkness suddenly spoke with the eloquence of angels (despite Moses’ protests of inarticulateness). Upon these two testimonies of faith rest the two testaments of the two great religions. Two mighty generals in God’s army…

      And we who are merely foot soldiers in the army of God, what does this have to do with us? Simply that to each of God’s warriors comes a moment of Truth when the earthly weapons clatter in the dust, when the human viewpoint falters before the great I AM, when the vengeance and the mercy is no longer ours, but His. And the language changes from this moment forth. …

     The Song of Moses . . . Paul at Mars Hill -- impossible without the Fire and the Light.

	Jesus Promises the Spirit & Ascends to the Father
Act 1:5-9 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 6 So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.
~~~~~~~~~~

ART AS A STYLE OF SERVICE

(selection)

Derrel E. Emmerson
Art as Witness

Art at its best is a way testifying to inspiration. It speaks that there is somewhere beyond our normal range of perception to do the inspiring. It is a way of calling attention to the good, the true, and the beautiful. When it calls our attention to the sordid, it is still appealing to the higher conscience in us to do something about those things which mar our natural and social landscape.

Marriage of Theology and Art

The first effect of Art is to fire our imaginations and emotions to reflect upon the significance of our finite state. This is the first work of theology.

The second effect of Art leads to reflection upon the infinite, eternal and the worship of our creator. This is the second work of theology.

The third effect of Art is to emancipate refined human responses to make significant changes in the human condition in union with God. This is the practical work of theology.

The fourth effect of Art is to freshen the experience of all reality. This is the aspiration of theology for each generation.


	The Ascension
And
The Reign of Christ at God’s Right Hand

	§ 3.2 – 3.0
Jesus Reigns at God’s Right Hand
Mar 16:19 So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God.
0
1 Timothy 3:16 Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory.

	

	§ 3.2 – 4.0
Jesus Sends the Holy Spirit
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Empty … Filled

Wendy Toda


	Jesus Sends the Holy Spirit
Act 2:1-4
4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.


	The Holy Spirit Produces Holiness Within Us
Rom 8:14
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.
2 Ti 3:16-17

16  All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.


	Galatians 5:16
But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.
Galatians 5:19-26
19 Now the works of the flesh are evident:
sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality,
20 idolatry, sorcery,
enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy
drunkenness,
orgies,
and things like these.
I warn you, as I warned you before,
that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is
love,
joy,
peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness,
self-control;
against such things there is no law.
24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus
have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.
25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.

	Romans 8:2
For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death.
1 Corinthians 15:45 Thus it is written, "The first man Adam became a living being"; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit.
Romans 8:4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
Galatians 5:22-23 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Romans 8:6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.
Romans 8:11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.
2 Corinthians 3:18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.


	The Holy Spirit Incorporates Us Into the Body of Christ
Romans 8:15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, "Abba! Father!"
Romans 8:16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God
1 Corinthians 6:17 But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him.
Ephesians 2:22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
Song of Solomon 2:1. I am a rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys.
Hosea 14:4-6. 4 I will heal their apostasy; I will love them freely, for my anger has turned from them. 5 I will be like the dew to Israel; he shall blossom like the lily; he shall take root like the trees of Lebanon; 6 his shoots shall spread out; his beauty shall be like the olive, and his fragrance like Lebanon.
Philemon 1:10-16. 10 I appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I became in my imprisonment. 11 (Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me.) 12 I am sending him back to you, sending my very heart. 13 I would have been glad to keep him with me, in order that he might serve me on your behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel, 14 but I preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that your goodness might not be by compulsion but of your own free will. 15 For this perhaps is why he was parted from you for a while, that you might have him back forever, 16 no longer as a slave but more than a slave, as a beloved brother--especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.
James 2:8-10. 8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it.
2 John 1:5. And now I ask you, dear lady--not as though I were writing you a new commandment, but the one we have had from the beginning--that we love one another.
3 John 1:4. I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.


	Gal 6:8
For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.
Romans 8:13
For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.
     God is love; and therefore, could our own wills, or the world, have made us happy, he never would have sent his own dear Son Jesus Christ to die and rise again, to deliver us from the power of them. But because they only torment, and cannot satisfy, therefore God bids us to renounce them. … The power of his resurrection is as great now as formerly, and the Holy Spirit, which was assured to us by his resurrection, as ready and able to quicken us who are dead in trespasses and sins, as any saint that ever lived. – George Whitfield, Sermon: The Power of Christ’s Resurrection


	The Holy Spirit Keeps Us Till the Day of Redemption


	Romans 8:23
And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.
Ephesians 4:30
And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.
Revelation 22:17 The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.



