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1. The Rise of Esther (1:1 – 2:18)

    A. Xerxes Deposes Queen Vashti (1:1–22)
    B. Xerxes Chooses Esther to Replace Vashti (2:1–18)

2. The Rise of Haman (2:19 – 3:15)

    A. Mordecai Versus Haman (2:19 – 3:7)

    B. Haman Versus the Jews (3:8–15)

        1. Xerxes Helps Haman (3:8–11)

        2. Haman Opposes the Jews via an Edict (3:12–15)

3. The Triumph of Esther (4:1 – 10:3)

    A. Mordecai Enlists Esther’s Help (4:1–17)

    B. Esther Enlists Xerxes’ Help (5:1 – 8:17)

        1. Esther’s First Banquet: The Persuasion Begins (5:1–8)

        2. Haman Builds a Gallows for Mordecai (5:9–14)

        3. Xerxes Honors Mordecai (6:1–14)

        4. Esther’s Second Banquet: The Persuasion Succeeds (7:1 – 8:17)
            a. The Plot Uncovered (7:1–7)
            b. Haman Hanged (7:8–10)
            c. The Jews are Allowed to Avenge Themselves (8:1–17)
        5. The Revenge of the Jews (9:1–32)
    C. Mordecai Becomes Second in the Kingdom (10:1–3)

