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     Note: Around 968 Solomon thwarted an attempted coup by his brother who wanted to marry Abishag the Shunammite (Shulamite) and thereby have a claim to the throne. Solomon may have married her instead, and this poem may celebrate their love, and it may be a symbol of Israel’s love for the house of David. If so, it would also be a symbol of God’s love for Israel, and of Christ’s love for the Church.
1. The First Quest - Love Sought & Found in the City (1:1 - 2:7)

(a. Mutual Love and Desire –- 1:1 – 2:7)

2. The Second Quest - Love Sought & Found in the Country (2:8 - 3:5)

(b. Man Invites Woman to Countryside -- 2:8-17)

(c. Woman’s Night Search for the Man -- 3:1-5)

3. The Third Quest - Love Sought & Found in the City (3:6 - 5:1)

(d. Their Wedding Day -- 3:6 – 5:1)

4. The Fourth Quest - Love Sought & Found in the City (5:2 - 7:11)

(c’. Woman’s Night Search for the Man -- 5:2 – 7:11)

5. The Fifth Quest - Love Sought & Found in the Country (7:12 - 8:4)

(b’. Woman Invites Man to Countryside -- 7:12 – 8:4)

6. The Sixth Quest - Love Sought & Quest Continues in the City (8:5 - 8:14)

(a’. Mutual Love and Desire –- 8:5-14)

Note: The chiastic elements designated by letters in the outline presented in the eight chapters of the Song of Solomon are modified from The Literary Structure of the Old Testament, David A. Dorsey, 1999, p. 200. The city/country motif designated by numbers is based on my own analysis. Since Dorsey's chapter and verse divisions were virtually the same as mine, I was able to combine the two analyses, putting Dorsey's analysis in parentheses.

