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1. The Lord Comforts Judah With His Goodness to Them & His Wrath Against Nineveh (1:1 - 1:15) - 650 B.C., Israel
2. The Lord Tells Nineveh of its Destruction & of Israel's Blessing (2:1 - 3:19) - 650 B.C., Israel
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Judah:

14. Manasseh 695-642 B.C. / 55
JFB Commentary:

His graphic description of Sennacherib and his army ( Nah 1:9-12 ) makes it not unlikely that he was in or near Jerusalem at the time: hence the number of phrases corresponding to those of Isaiah (compare Nah 1:8, 9, with Isa 8:8 10:23; Nah 2:10, with Isa 24:1 21:3; Nah 1:15, with Isa 52:7 ). The prophecy in Nah 1:14 probably refers to the murder of Sennacherib twenty years after his return from Palestine ( Isa 37:38 ). The date of his prophecies, thus, seems to be about the former years of Hezekiah. So JEROME thinks. He plainly writes while the Assyrian power was yet unbroken ( Nah 1:12 2:11-13 Nah 3:15-17 ). The correspondence between the sentiments of Nahum and those of Isaiah and Hezekiah, as recorded in Second Kings and Isaiah, proves the likelihood of Nahum's prophecies belonging to the time when Sennacherib was demanding the surrender of Jerusalem, and had not yet raised the siege (compare Nah 1:2, &c., with 2Ki 19:14, 15; Nah 1:7, with 2Ki 18:22 19:19, 31 2Ch 32:7, 8; Nah 1:9, 11, with 2Ki 19:22, 27, 28; Nah 1:14, with 2Ki 19:6, 7; Nah 1:152:1, 2, with 2Ki 19:32, 33; Nah 2:13, with 2Ki 19:22, 23). The historical data in the book itself are the humiliation of Israel and Judah by Assyria ( Nah 2:2 ); the invasion of Judah ( Nah 1:9, 11 ); and the conquest of No-ammon, or Thebes, in Upper Egypt ( Nah 3:8-10 ). Tiglath-pileser and Shalmaneser had carried away Israel. The Jews were harassed by the Syrians, and impoverished by Ahaz' payments to Tiglath-pileser ( 2Ch 28:1-27 Isa 7:9 ). Sargon, Shalmaneser's successor, after the reduction of Phoenicia by the latter, fearing lest Egypt should join Palestine against him, undertook an expedition to Africa ( Isa 20:1-6 ), and took Thebes; the latter fact we know only from Nahum, but the success of the expedition in general is corroborated in Isa 20:1-6. Sennacherib, Sargon's successor, made the last Assyrian attempt against Judea, ending in the destruction of his army in the fourteenth year of Hezekiah (713-710 B.C.). As Nahum refers to this in part prophetically, in part as matter of history ( Nah 1:9-13 2:13 ), he must have lived about 720-714 B.C., that is, almost a hundred years before the event foretold, namely, the overthrow of Nineveh by the joint forces of Cyaxares and Nabopolassar in the reign of Chyniladanus, 625 or 603 B.C.
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